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Have you ever 
thought of the Bible 
as being like an 
Alphabet book?  In 
Alphabet books the 
very first page is 
about something 
that starts with A.  If 
we think of the Bible 
being like an 
Alphabet book then 
the first page is 
about how God 
made the world and 
everything in it, 
created you and me and announced that it was all very good! 
 
And the last page in Alphabet books is about things that start with Z. Now, if we 
were speaking and reading Greek, like the writer of the last book of the Bible—
the book of Revelation—was, our Alphabet books would look different than our 
English ones.  Our Greek alphabet books would start with a page about Alpha 
instead of A and end with a page about Omega, instead of Z.  If the Bible was an 
alphabet book, today’s reading from the book of Revelation would come from the 
Z page, or the Omega page, because it’s at the end.  And on this page, it tells 
about the writer hearing a voice from heaven saying, “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.” 
 
Do you wonder what else is on this Z or the Omega page of the Bible?  It says 
some wonderful things, things like how God’s home will be among the people, 
how God will come down to earth, and earth will be completely transformed.  At 
that time God will wipe every tear from our eyes; sadness and crying and pain will 
be gone, and God will make all things new! 
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Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  In its advertising, online retailer, 
Amazon, uses an English idiom to promote itself as a place to buy anything and 
everything you would ever want 
or need by using an arrow in its 
logo which travels from A to Z.  
You know the idiom, right; we 
have everything, from A to Z.  
Long ago, small towns had 
general stores that claimed to 
carry everything from A to Z. 
 
Alpha and Omega represents completeness, fullness, and wholeness.  Alpha and 
Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  God is two letters is a 
metaphor of God. The formulation means that God is the complete, all-inclusive 
one, and that God is eternal, the source and finality of all things. Alpha and 
Omega represents not only the beginning but also the end—and everything in 
between.  
 
Alpha and Omega also suggests direction—creation and history are moving 
forward in a particular direction, towards an end.  The Z—or Omega—in the Bible 
is about the goal that God has already set for creation and history.  The Omega is 
about a new heaven and a new earth that God has revealed in the Bible.   
 
Isaiah reminded Israel, languishing in and without hope in Babylonian exile, that 
the Babylonian gods were human creations and had no power or dominion when 
compared to the God of Israel.  Israel’s God, YHWH, the I Am who I Am, is the first 
and last.  For Isaiah, this meant YHWH was there before the beginning of time, 
was there at the dawn of creation, creating all things.  YHWH is also the last, is 
working in history to take creation in a particular direction, towards a specific 
end.  Towards an Omega. 
 
What kind of ending does Isaiah envision?  Earlier in the book of Isaiah, the 
prophet spoke about the end of time, the end of history in terms of a transformed 
earth, a new world of peace, justice, and universal harmony—a new heaven and a 
new earth.  “In the days to come the mountain of the Lord's House shall be 
established as the highest mountains...”  It goes on to describe how the nations 
will stream to this mountain, to the house of the Lord, to learn God's ways.  The 
result will be a world of justice and peace, where swords will can be turned into 
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ploughshares and the spears into pruning hooks, for “nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2: 2-4). 
 
Because the end is God, Isaiah encouraged hopeless, despairing, beaten down 
Israel saying, “O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”  The prophet 
paints a glorious picture of a world pervaded by God's justice and peace, says that 
it lies in the distant future, in “the days to come.”  But for Jacob or Israel, this 
distant future is to begin now.  “O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord!” (Isaiah 2:5).  Isaiah tells them what the end will look like, and because they 
know, they can walk in the light of the Lord now. 
 
The book of Revelation was written by someone named, John, who was exiled on 
the small island of Patmos in the Mediterranean Sea.  He wrote to a group of 7 
churches in Asia, groups of Christians who struggled to live as disciples of Jesus in 

the midst of a 
dominant, powerful, 
and arrogant 
Empire.  John wrote 
the book of 
Revelation in a 
genre called, 
apocalyptic.  It was a 
genre of literature 
popular in Jewish 
culture for about 
400 years—about 

200 years before Christ and about 200 years after.  Apocalyptic is a Greek word 
meaning "revelation", an unveiling or unfolding of things not previously known 
and which could not be known apart from the unveiling.  
 
Central to this genre, are strange images, unforgettable symbols, songs, shouts, 
curses, and acclamations.  In the book of Revelation, John paints a picture of a 
cosmic battle between God and the forces of sin, evil, and death, paints a picture 
of a new world where pain is no more, death is no more, a world of peace, 
harmony, and healing.  A world set right.  A whole new world.   
 
A whole new world. 
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Unfortunately, too many Christians today read and understand the book of 
Revelation as a blueprint of the End Times.  These folks look at current events to 
find clues that the end of the world is imminent, or already beginning to take 
place.  Usually this is done by combining references from various parts of the 
Bible, like parts of Daniel, the book of Ezekiel, and parts of Matthew and Mark to 
construct an interpretation of the present. Some of my relatives have told me 
how the increase in tornados, the arrival of Covid-19, and natural disasters are 
signs of the end times.  I tell them, no they’re not.   
 
The cosmic battle in the book of Revelation is about the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.  When Jesus was raised from the dead, the world shook.  
We stand today still in the aftershock of that event. Yet too often we can’t cope 
with its magnitude, so we’ve scaled it down to fit our minds.  At its worst, the 
resurrection becomes cute stories of fluffy rabbits and chocolate eggs.  Usually, 
the resurrection becomes a story of how the raising of Jesus is the means by 
which each of us is able to have personal relationship with the living Lord, or is 
something that gives us hope beyond the grave.  This part of it, yes. But there's 
more. Resurrection is so much larger than even this. 
 
The resurrection is about more than our present spiritual experience, more that 
you and me and Jesus. The resurrection is about the recreation of a of the world, 
a whole new world. The church claims that, beginning with the resurrection, the 
world is recreated, as if God the Creator starts over, begins again, picks up the 
pieces and starts over recreating the world in the way that was first intended as 
creation. 
 
How shall we speak of this new world? If it is fresh, new, then we will have 
difficulty describing it. How shall we speak of something fresh and new? We live 
in a prose world of facts, figures, government press releases. We lack the poetry, 
the biblical imagination, to speak of a new world. Let John help us. 
 
The new world is a vision of a new heaven and a new earth.  That God’s home is 
among the people, that God lives with us and will be with us at the end. It says 
that someday the city of God will come down to earth, and earth will become like 
heaven. In that heavenly city God will wipe every tear from our eyes; sadness and 
crying and pain will be gone, and God will make all things new! 
 
The vision is of a great victory celebration. The battle is over—the battle with 
death, and defeat, and dishonor. The battle is over, and guess who won? The 
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Lamb. A Lamb is small, frail, vulnerable, no match for the powers of death and 
destruction. Those powers thought they had ended the life of the Lamb on the 
cross. But no, here at the end, at the Omega, is the enthroned Lamb in a great 
victory celebration. 
 
That day of resurrection, as victorious Jesus burst forth from the tomb, Jesus was 
raised.  But the resurrection is even more than that. The resurrection is the great, 
decisive battle in the long war between God's world and death. The war still 
rages—just look at our world—our global pandemics which wreak havoc with our 
health and safety, with the economy, with peoples’ livelihoods and relationships.  
We continue with personal and global conflicts, wars, racial strife, and climate 
change. The war still rages, yes, in your life in mine. There still much sorrow, 
suffering, and death. Yet the decisive battle has been fought. We already know 
how the war ends and who is victorious. Revelation 21 is a vision of what the end, 
the Omega of history, will look like.   
 
Knowing that final vision gives us hope today. In our present skirmishes with sin, 
death, and defeat, there's pain. But we are not lost, for we know the final 
chapter, we know the Omega. 
 
Here's a vision, not of some other world somewhere else but a vision of God's 
world come into our world. Here is God's will done “on earth as it is in heaven.” 
The Omega is where we are headed: not necessarily to streets of gold and eternal 
choir rehearsals, but rather toward that place, that time when God's will shall be 
fully done for the world. 
 
What at first may seem like a weird, otherworldly dream now takes on present, 
earthly significance. It makes a great deal of difference when you're struggling 
through this life, if you know how the story ends. The present pain is real, but 
knowing the last act, the Omega, the pain is more bearable.  More hopeful. 
 
Perhaps that's why Revelation is the last book in the Bible.  Perhaps, that is why 
John describes God as two letters, the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.  The picture that Revelation paints is more than just 
wishful thinking. It’s a realistic picture of the world, a world still being born, a 
world yet to be finished. The picture is painted poetically, but it's still realistic. 
Here's the reality of the world we do not yet know in its fullness. But having a 
glimpse, foretaste, a peek into the future is enough to keep us going, enough to 
keep us walking the path of discipleship. 
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On August 28, 1963, Martin 
Luther King Jr., delivered his 
most famous speech, I have a 
dream, to over 250,000 civil 
rights supporters in 
Washington DC.  This past 
Friday was the 57th 
anniversary of that speech.  In 
that speech, King dreamt that 
his four little children would 
one day live in a nation where 
they would not be judged by 
the colour of their skin but by 
the content of their 
character.1  Fast forward to 2020.  Just last week in Wisconsin police officers again 
shot an unarmed black man, and there were again repeated protests and calls for 
racial justice.  Someone once said, that one of the most segregated hours in the 
USA is Sunday morning when Christians go to church.  But we can’t point too 
many fingers as we also have a long history in Canada of judging indigenous 
people by the colour of their skin.   
 
Was King’s dream wishful thinking, fanciful speech, and nothing more?  No.  His 
speech talked about a new world breaking into the old, present, yet certainly not 
totally here.  He gave people a dream to keep them moving, words to give hope, 
words which spoke of the inbreaking light, words which described God’s world.   
 
That’s the way we are.  We need to know the final act, catch a glimpse of what 
the future will look like, so that we can walk in the light today, carry on, in hope, 
with the work God calls us to. 
 
In a way, that's what the metaphor of God as the Alpha and Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end, of Revelation does for us. This metaphor 
reminds us, as we go about our daily lives, of the victory of Jesus, the way that 
God defeated death, and continues to defeat death.  
Several years ago, Kathi and I were visiting some family, and we went them to 
church.  It was very charismatic style of worship, complete with a very loud praise 

 
1 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-delivered-march-washington-
jobs-and-freedom  

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-delivered-march-washington-jobs-and-freedom
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-delivered-march-washington-jobs-and-freedom
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band.  As I didn’t know most of the songs being sung, I took note of how the songs 
and prayers described God.  That particular Sunday, pretty much all of the songs 
and prayers described God as King, Ruler, Sovereign, and his majesty, power, and 
might.  As we left the worship service I quietly remarked to Kathi, “God is most 
definitely a King and a man in this church.” 
 
Please, don’t get me wrong.  I’m not saying we shouldn’t use kingly metaphors.  
They are metaphors which help us see and understand God in a certain way.  But, 
we shouldn’t limit our use to just them; rather, we can make use of a wide variety 
of other biblical metaphors for God.  Imagining God as a hen or a vulture is very 
different than imagining God as a king.  Saying God is a rock carries a very 
different image than does describing God as a woman who desperately searches 
for her lost coin.  Speaking about God as the Alpha and Omega is profoundly 
different than singing songs of God as my shepherd. 
 
The only way for us to meaningfully think about God and talk about God is 
through metaphors.  And all metaphors are our inadequate attempts to speak 
about God.  I believe we are all impoverished if we can only imagine God in the 
narrowest of terms.  So, I encourage you to sing songs about God which use a 
variety of metaphors, not just one or two.  When you pray, address God using a 
wide variety of metaphors, not just one or two.  I’m a firm believer that the more 
metaphors of God we use, the better.   
 
The Bible is a lot like an alphabet book.  There is an alpha, a beginning, and there 
is an omega, and end.  God is the alpha and omega, the first and the last.  God 
was there in the beginning and God will be there at our end, and at the end of 
history.  This metaphor is a reminder of God’s presence before time and at the 
end of time when all things will be made new, a whole new world.  The metaphor 
assures us that God will bring about a new heaven and a new earth. Amen 


